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agreed, and the man continued: ' We have been in the
country of Syria, where an old woman's cow died. She
came to Jarjis, and asked him to resuscitate the animal by
his power, whereon he handed his staff to the woman,
saying: " Take it, and strike the dead cow therewith, and
it will be alive again.'7 The woman replied : " It is a long
way from this place to my country, and when I arrive
there, the limbs of the cow will probably have become
separated from each other." Jarjis, however, replied: " If
only a single bone of the cow remains, the object will be
attained." Accordingly the old woman returned, acted as
she had been ordered, and her cow was again made alive/
Then the same man asked the chief magician: ' Are sor-
cerers able to resuscitate the dead ? and he replied: ' No.
by God, and I bear witness that there is no God but
Allah.' Hearing this ejaculation the king became angry,
and queried: ' What has so quickly deceived and led thee
astray ?' But that righteous and sincere man replied : ' God
forbid that I should have fallen into error! I have pro-
fessed my belief in the God of all men!' The king dreaded
that such declarations might induce also others to follow
Jarjis; therefore he ordered first the tongue of this be-
liever [i.e., of the chief magician] to be cut out, and that
he should afterwards be killed. This was done, but the
news spread, and four thousand persons, adopting his
opinions, became Musulmfms. As soon, however, as the
unbelieving tyrant had obtained information that such a
number of men had made profession of Islam, he com-
manded them all to be murdered, and then said to Jarjis :
' Why hast thou not asked thy God to prohibit me from
killing them ?' The saint replied : ' The bountiful God has
removed His obedient worshippers to paradise, to deliver
them from thy tyranny and from the troubles of this
world. They have obtained propinquity to the mercy of
the Lord of both worlds.'

It is related that after this event, one of the king's
courtiers said: ' O Jarjis, thou believest that thy God doeth
what ho willeth, and createth what he liketh! If thy